I3a                               NADIR SHAH

Nadir took measures before his departure to prevent spies leaving Lahore
for the Emperor's camp with news of his movements.1

It is now necessary to describe what had, in the meanwhile, been happen-
ing at the Mughal court. When the news of Nadir's capture of Kabul
reached Delhi, " no one listened to a word or if he listened, he did not
understand."2 However, on reports being received of Nadir's continued
progress, the Emperor summoned the Nizamu'1-Mulk from the Deccan
to advise him. When the Nizamu'1-Mulk reached the Court, he found
that his enemy Khan Dauran,' the leader of the Hindustani party, was
all-powerful, being in command of the army and possessing much influence
over the feeble Emperor ; consequently, any advice which the Nizamu'l-
Mulk offered received but scant attention, and little or nothing was done.8
There was much talk of setting out to repel the invader, but no attempt
was made to send assistance to Zakariya Khan. At the beginning of
Ramadan (i3th December, 1738) Khan Dauran, Qamaru'd-Din Khan
(the Ftimadu'd-Daula), and the Nizamu'1-Mulk marched out of Delhi
at the head of the army, but they proceeded no further than the Shalimar
gardens where they camped for the rest of the month.4 Khan Dauran,
it is true, wrote to Sawai Jai Singh and other Rajput leaders,5 on whose
bravery he set much store, but, as Sir J. Sarkar has pointed out :

" Rajputana had been hopelessly alienated since Aurangzlb's time, and Jai
Singh and other chieftains were now aiming at political salvation by declaring their
independence and calling in the Mahrattas to help in dissolving the Empire. The
Rajahs made excuses and delayed coming."9

The Emperor even went so far as to appeal to Baji Rao, the Peshwa of
the Marathas, but reliance upon the Marathas, even if seriously con-
templated, proved like leaning on a broken reed.7 A summons was then
sent to Sa'adat Khan Burhanu'1-Mulk, the Subadar of Oudh, who, in
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1 Siyar, p. 471. While Muhammad Kazim cannot be looked upon as a reliable authority for
the Indian campaign, his information regarding it is nevertheless of some interest; as
he obtained it from Persians of his acquaintance on their return from India, his statements
doubtless reflect fairly accurately the opinions that these men had of the Indians. On his
hearing of Nadir's invasion, Muhammad Kazim states (K.N., pp. 399 and 400) that
Muhammad Shah, on hearing of Nadir's impending invasion, summoned all the qalandars,
dervishes, diviners and -witches in his realm and told them of the Shah's terrible ways.
The soothsayers and witches then busily prepared spells to repel the invaders. One wizard
said: " we shall bind the hands of the enemy firmly at the time of battle " ; another said
" we shall recite a spell and Nadir Sahib-Qiran will then be brought bound hand and foot
to the Emperor's court."

'Rustam 'Ali (fol. 282 (a)) states that when Khan Dauran suggested any plan, the Nizamu'l-
MuBc opposed him, and vice versa.

*Anand Ram, fol. 168 (b).
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